Key Stage 4 MUSIC
	Exam board and specification
	OCR GCSE Music

	Scheme of assessment
	· Solo (Oct Y11) and Ensemble (Jan Y11) performances: worth 30% of GCSE (recorded in school). It is recommended that at least 1 hour of practice is happening per week on the student’s chosen instrument – this will be tracked using a practice log. There will be performances happening throughout the year for me to see their progress. These are songs that already exist.  
· Composition to a brief: worth 15% of GCSE. This is a composition made from scratch using either Garageband or Sibelius. The brief is set by the exam board based on the Areas of Study. They choose 4 elements of music to focus on. Their progress will be recorded using their composition log to aid their write up once completed and for me to give feedback. There will be draft deadlines throughout the year for me to mark their work and give feedback. This is due in the March of Year 11.  
· Free Composition: worth 15% of GCSE. This is a composition made from scratch using either Garageband or Sibelius. There is no brief but there must be a purpose to the piece. They choose 4 elements of music to focus on. Their progress will be recorded using their composition log to aid their write up once completed and for me to give feedback. There will be draft deadlines throughout the year for me to mark their work and give feedback. This is due in the July of Year 10. 
· Area of Study Listening paper: worth 40% of GCSE. This part of the course aids their exam but also can help with compositional skills and performance discipline. Throughout the course, we cover all four areas of study. Before this we look at all the elements of music and keywords to ensure a full understanding before we start the areas of study. These elements and keywords are used throughout the exam and so it is important this is covered at the start. Exam-style questions are set for homework to consolidate knowledge, as well as the starter activities within lessons. Vocab testing is regular in lessons to also check understanding. There will be formal mocks throughout the course, as well as walking-talking mocks during lesson time. The exam is in June of year 11. 

	Lesson time and grouping
	Students are taught 5 times a fortnight in a mixed group.

	Homework
	Homework is set weekly, both performance recordings and listening practice. 

	Assessment during the course 
	Formal assessments are outlined above; however, there are internal deadlines throughout the course to monitor progress and development. Mock exams also allow this to be tracked. 

	Useful curriculum links / revision guides
	https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/examspecs/zv7gxyc
https://www.ocr.org.uk/qualifications/gcse/music-j536-from-2016/

	Additional information (e.g. trips)
	[bookmark: _GoBack]There is an annual theatre trip for all students, as well as opportunity to join the choir and get involved in performing arts. There is a Christmas concert, Spring concert and the School production. 

GCSE students also go to see the BSO orchestra play.



	
	Term 1
	Term 2
	Term 3
	Term 4
	Term 5
	Term 6

	Year 10
	Term 1
Introduction to the course.
Performance preparation – each student to perform in class at least once.

Key Elements needed for the course:
Timbre and Dynamics 
Harmony and Tonality
Structure and Form
Texture and Melody
Rhythm and Metre

Ensemble groups are chosen and performance is being prepared. 




SOLO PRACTICE 1

	Term 2
Transition to allocated timetable:
Composition/Performance - 2-3 lessons a fortnight
Areas of study – 2-3 lessons a fortnight

Start Conventions of Pop
Vocab tests weekly



Practise Composition begins – delivered through workshops



ENSEMBLE PRACTICE 1



	Term 3
Composition/Performance - 2-3 lessons a fortnight (Solo to be prepped at home)
Areas of study – 2-3 lessons a fortnight

Continue with Conventions of Pop
Vocab tests weekly

End of Conventions of Pop with summative assessment






SOLO PRACTICE 2
FIRST DRAFT OF FREE COMP DUE

	Term 4
Composition/Performance - 2-3 lessons a fortnight (Solo to be prepped at home)
Areas of study – 2-3 lessons a fortnight

Start Concerto Through Time
Vocab tests weekly




SECOND DRAFT OF FREE COMP DUE

	T Term 5
Composition/Performance - 2-3 lessons a fortnight (Solo to be prepped at home)
Areas of study – 2-3 lessons a fortnight

Continue with Concerto Through Time

End of Concerto Through Time with summative assessment




ENSEMBLE PRACTICE 2

Y10 MOCK WEEK



	Term 6 
Composition/Performance - 2 lessons a fortnight (Solo to be prepped at home)
Areas of study – 3 lessons a fortnight

Start Rhythms of the World


End of Rhythms of the world with summative assessment

Free Composition due in (15% of GCSE grade)


	Year 11
	Term 1 
AoS – Film Music

Composition to a brief – 2 lessons a fortnight 

Performance ensemble practise – 1 lesson a fortnight – solo to be done in own time now and sign up for tutorials 

Listening practise – set as homeworks and starters during AoS lessons 

Vocab checking at the start of performance and composition lessons.  

First draft of composition to a brief due in at the end of the term 

SOLO 
PERFORMANCE RECORDINGS


	Term 2 

Composition to a brief – 2 lesson a week 

Performance ensemble practise – 1 lesson a fortnight – solo to be done in own time now and sign up for tutorials 

Listening practise – set as homeworks and starters during AoS lessons 

Revision

Vocab checking at the start of performance and composition lessons 


ENSEMBLE PRACTICE 

	Term 3 
Composition to a brief – 2 lesson a week 

Performance ensemble practise – 1 lesson a fortnight – solo to be done in own time now and sign up for tutorials 

Listening practise – set as homeworks and starters during AoS lessons 

Revision

Vocab checking at the start of performance and composition lessons 

Second draft of composition to a brief due in at the end of the term 

ENSEMBLE 
PERFORMANCE RECORDINGS

	Term 4 
Listening practise – set as homeworks and starters during AoS lessons 

Vocab checking at the start of performance and composition lessons 

Longer answer question practise for set works 

Composition to a brief due in at the end of term. 
Complete composition to a brief programme notes 

Cover sheets 

	Term 5 

Revision 

	Term 6 

Final prep for exam 




