Key Stage 4 SUBJECT
	Exam board and specification
	AQA English Literature 8702 and AQA English Language 8700



	
Core concepts
	
All teaching and learning in English is built around the following core concepts:
1. Texts are crafted.
2. Texts often follow patterns.
3. Texts offer arguments.
4. Texts are products of their contexts.
5. Readers' experiences affect their interpretation of texts.


	Scheme of assessment
	The GCSE English papers are not tiered, and all students sit the same papers. 

English language paper one (Explorations in creative reading and writing): students are asked to analyse an unseen extract of literary fiction and then are tasked with writing their own piece of fiction. This paper is worth 80 marks and lasts 1 hour 45 minutes. 

English language paper two (Writers’ viewpoints and perspectives) is a non-fiction paper. Students are presented with two non-fiction texts to analyse and compare and tasked with a non-fiction writing task. This paper is work 80 marks and lasts 1 hour 45 minutes

English literature paper one assesses the students’ knowledge of a Shakespeare text (Macbeth) and a 19th century novel (A Christmas Carol).  This paper is worth 64 marks and lasts 1 hour 45 minutes. 

English literature paper two assesses the students’ knowledge of a modern drama (An Inspector Calls), a poetry anthology (Power and Conflict) and unseen poetry.  This paper has a total of 96 marks and takes 2 hours and 15 minutes. 

Students also have to complete a Spoken Language Endorsement (usually in year 10). This is a project where students write and present a speech to an audience. The grading system for this is Pass, Merit, or Distinction.   


	Lesson time and grouping
	Students have 7 lessons per fortnight in year 10 and 8 lessons per fortnight in year 11.
They are not set in English and are taught in mixed groups however, in some cases, there may be a smaller group to better support those with additional needs.  

	Homework
	Homework is set weekly and will typically take between 30 and 45 minutes.

	Assessment during the course 
[bookmark: _GoBack]
	Throughout KS4, students will sit component assessments at the end of each unit of learning.
Students will sit formal summative English exams in the year 10 exam fortnight (March/April) and in year 11 (December)

	Useful curriculum links / revision guides
	https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/subjects/zr9d7ty
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/examspecs/zxqncwx

https://www.youtube.com/mrbruff
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