Key Stage 3 SUBJECT
	Lesson time and grouping
	KS3 pupils have 6 lessons a fortnight. They are taught in mixed ability groups.  Some students will have additional literacy support.  


	Homework
	Homework will be set weekly.  Year 7 and 8 homework will be set on Sparx Reader for year 7 and 8.  Year 9 will get a mixture of Sparx Reader and written homeworks.

	Assessment 
	Pupils will sit component assessments at three points during the year.  These assessments are used to assess progress on the content covered (and to inform for areas to review or to address misconceptions). Summative assessments will take place once a year and test progress in key English skills.


	Useful curriculum links
	KS3 English - BBC Bitesize

	Additional information (e.g. trips)
	As well as English lessons taught by a specialist teacher, we provide each year group with access to the library. Our librarian is very knowledgeable about fiction and non-fiction texts and can provide guidance in choosing a book.  Reading for pleasure and reading for power are school priorities and pupils are encouraged to read as much as possible.


All teaching and learning in English is built around the following core concepts:
1. Texts are crafted.
2. Texts often follow patterns.
3. Texts offer arguments.
4. Texts are products of their contexts.
5. Readers' experiences affect their interpretation of texts.





	
	Term 1
	Term 2
	Term 3
	Term 4
	Term 5
	Term 6

	Year 7
	The First Year
Exploring starting secondary school through a verse novel.
	Tall Story
Considering different experiences of growing up.
	Shakespeare’s world
An introduction to the Shakespeare’s world and work.
	Nature poetry
Exploring the ways that poets have presented the natural world over time.
	In my opinion
Exploring non-fiction texts and learning to express an opinion.
	Time Travel
Digging into the ways that writers using imagery and developing creative writing skills.

	Year 8
	House without walls
Studying characters and themes in a contemporary novel.
	Protest poetry
Looking at the ways writers use language to identify social issues and share their thoughts.

	Great Lives
A study or memoirs and non-fiction that leads to a research and oracy project.
	Frankenstein
Using the play text of Shelley’s novel to explore gothic themes and motifs.
	Much Ado About Nothing
Analysing key characters and scenes in Shakespeare’s comedy.
	Attitudes and Perspectives
Exploring the use of bias and tone in a range of non-fiction writing.

	Year 9
	Noughts and Crosses
Exploring the development of themes and characters in a novel.
	Inequality and social justice
Looking at the issues raised in Noughts and Crosses in a range of non-fiction texts.
	Relationships

Exploring the use of language to present a range of different relationships in poetry.
	Romeo and Juliet

A study of character and historical context in Shakespeare’s famous play.
	What’s real?

A non-fiction unit studying contemporary issues such as AI and fake news. 
	Journey’s End

A unit based on Sheriff’s play set in WW1.


